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CRIME STORIES 
 

THE KID WITH THE HOLLYWOOD HAIRCUT 
BLOCK ONE 

 
NARRATION 

(01:03) Not far removed from the days of pioneers and 
homesteaders, rural Montana in the 1950s is quiet and scenic. 
(01:11) 
 

EMILY ANDREWS (01:12) In the 1950’s Shelby Montana was a small, peaceful community of about 
3000 people, and it was near the Canadian border. (01:20) 
 
CLEM PELLETT (01:21) That part of the world, in western Montana, very flat. Most people think of 
Montana as mountainous, but not there. The only thing you could really see were oil rigs and the 
distances were so great and it was so rural that people still rode horses at that time. (01:36) 
 
SHEILA KLOPPER (01:38) It was a farming community, tight knit, just a very pleasant community. 
(01:44) 
 

NARRATION 
(01:47) As the sun sets on a spring evening in 1951, a local 
sheepherder spots something strange out at the edge of his 
field. (01:54) 

 
CLEM PELLETT (01:55) His name was George Jenkins and he was a local sheepherder, everybody 
called him Scotty. And as he was approaching his field he saw that there was a big flock of birds. And 
if he saw that many birds, it always meant something big had died. (02:08)   
 

NARRATION 
(02:10) George Jenkins slowly makes his way out into the 
field.  As he approaches the dark mass lying near the road, he 
is shocked by what he discovers. (02:20) 
 

CLEM PELLETT (02:21) And he went out into the field, and to his horror, he saw my Grandfather 
laying face down in the mud. (02:27) 
  
 

NARRATION 
(02:29) Police arrive on the scene to find the murdered body of 
local Shelby businessman, Clarence Pellett.  He is face down 
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in the mud and has been shot 7 times in the back - point blank 
range. (02:41)  

 
SHEILA KLOPPER (02:43) I would think that they were taken by surprise. In a small community like 
that, they’re not used to having a brutal murder go down the way this did. (02:51) 
 
CLEM PELLETT (02:53) If this kind of murder had happened in New York City, even during the 50’s, 
it would have just been one of many. But this was a friend, this was a neighbour, this was someone that 
everyone knew (03:04) 
 

NARRATION 
(03:05) Police discover eight .45 calibre shell casings near the 
victim's body.  They do not know what to make of the slaying 
of one of their own. (03:14) 

 
SHEILA KLOPPER (03:15) I think given the fact that Shelby is such a close knit, small, family type 
community, to have something like this happen was horrific. An everyday man with a family and then 
just brutally shot, brutally killed for no reason. (03:32) 
 
CLEM PELLETT (03:34) My grandfather first came to Montana in 1910, then in 1924 he married my 
grandmother. And I was, unfortunately, never got to meet my grandfather, because he was murdered 2 
years before I was born. (03:48) 
 

NARRATION 
(03:50) At the time his bullet-riddled body is found, Clarence 
Pellett has been missing for just under 24 hours.  He has been 
the subject of a massive, community-wide search since being 
reported the evening before. (04:03) 

 
    NARRATION 

(04:06) The previous night Clarence Pellett failed to return 
home from work. (04:09) 

 
SHEILA KLOPPER (04:11) If I was a mother of six children, I would be frantic as I’m sure Mrs. 
Pellett was. She’s concerned about her children but more importantly concerned about him. (04:22)  
 
CLEM PELLETT (04:24) My grandmother called Sheriff Dunstall around 8 o’clock. She was beside 
herself. My grandfather was never late; he was always punctual. Sheriff Dunstall then contacted his 
friend Smokey Denison who was the chief of police of Shelby. They both decided they’d walk the main 
street and talk to people and see if anyone had seen my grandfather. Shelby is only 3 blocks long, so it 
didn’t take them long to find someone who had seen my grandfather. They all said there were some 
strangers that my grandfather had talked to and they presumed that they were businessmen talking 
about oil leases. They learned that the two businessmen drove a big black Buick, and Sheriff Dunstall 
and Smokey thought that perhaps this had been an oil deal that had gone bad. (05:10) 
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NARRATION 

(05:12) Police immediately send out an All Points Bulletin for 
a black Buick driven by two mysterious oilmen. (05:19) 

 
NARRATION 

(05:21) Preparations are made that night for a search the next 
morning. (05:25)  

 
CLEM PELLETT (05:26) The whole community stopped. Everyone started looking for my 
grandfather. Businesses let out, churches let out. They took the children, they put them in school buses 
and dropped them off at about mile intervals, six at a time, three people on either side walked to the 
next intersection. The whole area of Montana stopped, and they started looking for a friend and 
neighbour. (05:50) 
 
EMILY ANDREWS  (05:51) There were people on horseback, there were about a hundred cars 
involved in the search, there were airplanes involved which for that time was pretty a big deal. So the 
whole community pulled together to try to find him. (06:03) 

 
NARRATION 

(06:06) While the town continues its search, authorities are 
told that a Plymouth, similar to the one owned by Clarence 
Pellett has been found abandoned near the Canadian border. 
(06:16) 

 
CLEM PELLETT (06:17) My grandfather’s car had been driven up to Sweet Grass, left on the side of 
the road, abandoned. (06:22)  

 
NARRATION 

(06:23) Shelby Chief of Police, 'Smokey' Denison discovers that someone  
has wiped the car clean of fingerprints. (06:29) 

 
EMILY ANDREWS (06:30) Police question as many people as they could, but nobody had seen Mr. 
Pellett or his car since the night before. (06:36) 
 

    NARRATION 

(06:37) At around the same time authorities receive a phone 
call from a local restaurant. (06:42) 

 
CLEM PELLETT (06:43) A waitress from the 49’er drive-in, having heard the radio broadcast, 
contacted Sheriff Dunstall and told him that she had seen my grandfather pick up a hitchhiker just 
beside the drive in. (06:57) 
 

NARRATION 
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(06:58) The waitress describes a young hitchhiker wearing a 
light grey suit standing on the corner, waiting for a ride. She 
sees Clarence Pellett stop his car and give the out-of-towner a 
ride.  As part of her description, she tells Police that the kid 
was sporting a 'Hollywood' haircut. (07:16) 

 
CLEM PELLETT (07:17) It was common for people to pick up hitchhikers. That’s what you did. You 
were acting as a Good Samaritan. So Dunstall decided, ok, we already have an APB on this big black 
Buick, we’ll just put one out on this kid and see if he turns up. (07:31) 
 

NARRATION 
(07:32) Police continue searching the roads in and out of town 
for both the black Buick, and now, “the kid with a 'Hollywood' 
haircut.”  Their APB goes out to neighbouring counties and 
even up into the Canadian province of Alberta, but the night 
soon passes, revealing no sign of either lead.  Police will 
discover Clarence Pellett's abandoned car and murdered body 
before any new information surfaces concerning a suspect.  
When a suspect does come to light, he will single-handedly 
ensure that Shelby's quiet innocence is shattered forever. 
(08:08) 

 

BLOCK TWO 
 

NARRATION 
(08:31) On a cool spring night in April of 1951, the small, 
rural community of Shelby, Montana is alerted to the 
disappearance of Clarence Pellett.  The next day, Clarence's 
bullet-riddled corpse is found face down in a farmer's field.  
Two businessmen driving a black Buick are wanted for 
questioning when a local waitress tells police that she saw 
Clarence Pellett picking up a young hitchhiker, a kid with a 
'Hollywood' haircut, just hours before he is reported missing.  
An APB has been issued. (09:03) 

 
NARRATION 

(09:06) Shortly after they discover the victim's body, Shelby 
police receive a crucial phone call from authorities on the 
Canadian side of the border. (09:14) 

 
EMILY ANDREWS  (09:15) The RCMP said they had a man in custody who fit the description of the 
person they were looking for in Montana. (09:20) 
 
CLEM PELLETT (09:25) Earlier that day, Mr. and Mrs. Dunn, who lived in Lethbridge, Alberta, 
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Canada, were having lunch and they were listening to the radio at the same time. They had heard the 
APB out on the kid with the Hollywood haircut. Mrs. Dunn looked up and saw there was a kid on the 
side of the road trying to thumb a ride answering that description. She told her husband, “That’s the 
kid! There he is!” He didn’t believe her at first, so he went down the stairs. He yelled back up and said, 
“That is, you’re right! Look at the license plate he’s getting in a car.” She yelled down, “I can’t see the 
numbers but it looks like a Calgary coloured plate.” He then called the Lethbridge police and told them 
that they had seen the kid with the Hollywood haircut get in a car with Calgary coloured plates. (10:12) 
  

    NARRATION 
(10:14) The Royal Canadian Mounted Police spring into 
action and quickly set up a coordinated search of the highways 
leading out of Lethbridge. (10:22)  

 
CLEM PELLETT (10:23) As it’s recorded in the paper, the RCMP they put to use their brand new 
radio cars and they put together a strategy to work their way from Lethbridge and Calgary and work 
their way together and stop everything on wheels. (10:37) 
 

NARRATION 
(10:38) The RCMP's quick and efficient response nets an 
immediate return.  After only one hour's time they find the 
suspect riding in the passenger seat of a westbound car. 
(10:50)   

 
  NARRATION 

(10:52) The suspect's name is Frank Dryman.  He is a 19-year-
old drifter from California.  After being processed and 
questioned, the RCMP immediately turn him over to Shelby 
authorities who then cancel the APB on the black Buick. 
(11:09) 

 
SHEILA KLOPPER  (11:10) As so many defendants do they say, “I didn't do it, I'm not the right 
person.” However given the fact that he was last seen with Mr. Pellett and the conditions that existed at 
the time, I think that law enforcement was correct in assessing that they had the right person. (11:30) 
 
 

NARRATION 
(11:35) The morning after his arrest, Toole County attorney, 
John C. Hoyt charges Frank Dryman with 1st degree murder. 
(11:41)  

 
CLEM PELLETT (11:42) He was questioned constantly for one week and remained defiant and 
arrogant the whole time. My grandfather's funeral was on April 12th and now the mood in Shelby went 
from fear to anger. (11:55) 
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NARRATION 
(11:57) Then suddenly, on the 11th of April, Dryman breaks 
down. He provides a written confession, detailing the crime. 
(12:04) 

 
 
CLEM PELLETT (12:07) Dryman was born on June 4th of 1931 in Napa, California to a large but poor 
family. (12:13) 
 
EMILY ANDREWS (12:15) Dryman grew up in an alcoholic household and at some point was put in 
foster care. He had a pretty tumultuous childhood and the entire time he grew up he always had access 
to guns in his house, and he actually ended up carrying a gun on his person throughout his entire life. 
(12:32) 
 
 

NARRATION 
(12:33) When Frank Dryman is 16-years-old he is 
apprehended by police for his involvement in the armed 
robbery of a Nevada liquor store. (12:41) 

 
CLEM PELLETT (12:42) He joined the Navy when he was 17.  He was forced to do so because 
otherwise he would have been put in jail. He served on a ship for only a short amount of time. He was 
often violent and temperamental. He was then later discharged in 1949 for pulling a knife on his 
shipmates and also for mental illness. (13:01) 
 

NARRATION 
(13:02) After his discharge from the Navy in June of 1949, 
Dryman begins to wander the country as a drifter. (13:09)  

 
CLEM PELLETT (13:10) He travelled from California to North Carolina, hitchhiked back again 
picking up odd jobs along the way. He never really fit into society. He didn’t settle down and set roots. 
He was offered help by some of his relatives, but he would stay only a month and then start being a 
transient again. He enjoyed that life and also criminal activities along the way. (13:33) 
 
 

NARRATION 
(13:35) In 1951, Frank Dryman is sporting a popular 
'Hollywood' style haircut and carrying a .45 calibre revolver 
On April 2nd he leaves Nevada heading north. (13:47) 

 
CLEM PELLETT (13:48) He was apparently travelling to Canada to meet a girlfriend he had there. 
(13:51) 
 

NARRATION 
(13:53) On the 4th of April, Dryman has made it as far as 
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Shelby, Montana. (13:58) 
 
CLEM PELLETT (13:59) He was dressed in a light coat. He was definitely underdressed. He had been 
let out a couple of times that day, and it had been cold and numb and he didn’t want to have that again. 
My grandfather picked him up around 5:30 or 6 that evening. (14:11)  
 
 

NARRATION 
(14:14) Dryman tells police that his victim drove north out of 
Shelby and tried to engage him in conversation.  Dryman is 
not in the mood to talk and remains silent as Clarence asks 
him about his life. (14:26) 

 
CLEM PELLETT (14:27) He said the old fellow just kept asking questions. He wouldn’t shut up. My 
grandfather drove about 12 or 15 miles and then turned east and said he was going to let him out there. 
(14:38)  

 
SHEILA KLOPPER (14:39) And Dryman had a gun, pulled it on Mr. Pellett and told him, “No, keep 
driving.” (14:47) 
 

    NARRATION  
(14:48) A startled Clarence Pellett attempts to reason with 
Dryman. (14:52) 

 
CLEM PELLETT (14:53) He pleaded with him, “Don’t do this. I’m a father of six. I’m a family man. 
You can take my car, take my money.” Dryman looked at him and said, “No, you’ll tell everyone about 
this.” He said, “I won’t tell anybody. You don’t need to do this.” (15:06) 
 

NARRATION 
(15:08) Dryman tells police he was sickened by the way 
Clarence blubbered and begged for his life.  He forces him to 
drive into a remote area. (15:15) 

 
CLEM PELLETT (15:16) When the car stopped, Dryman ordered my grandfather out of the car. My 
grandfather went to his knees and begged for his life. Dryman raised the gun, and my grandfather knew 
that he was going to kill him. So he got up from his knees and started running away. Dyrman raised the 
gun, shot once and missed. And with the second shot, Dryman said, “He dropped dead.” Then he ran 
up to the body and pumped six more shells into my grandfather’s back. Dryman later said he could feel 
the warm gun in his hands and the ringing of his ears. (15:57) 
 

NARRATION 
(15:59) Dryman now drives to the Canadian border in his 
victim's car.  Outside Sweet Grass, he empties Clarence's 
wallet and abandons the car.  (16:07) 
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CLEM PELLETT (16:09) He decides that he needs to get rid of the gun. So he breaks the gun down, 
just like he learned in the navy, dug a hole, buried the gun and his extra ammunition. He covered that 
up with some rocks. He went into a local hotel and fell asleep in the lobby. In the morning, he got on 
the bus and rode up to Lethbridge. (16:28) 

 
NARRATION 

(16:31) Police are startled by the young man's cold and callous 
confession. (16:35) 

 
NARRATION 

(16:37) The next day, angry citizens line the streets and pack 
the Shelby Courthouse to get a good look at Frank Dryman.  
He pleads guilty to murder and then loudly threatens the 
crowd and members of the despondent Pellet family. Presiding 
that day is District Judge R.M. Hattersley, who sentences 
Frank Dryman to death by hanging.  It is the county's first 
death sentence in over 40 years.  The papers call the murder 
“the most dastardly deed in the history of Toole County”. 
(17:08) 

 
CLEM PELLETT (17:10) They had a rural area where they had one of their own brutally murdered. 
They had a sense of civic pride. They had conducted a search, an international manhunt, they found 
their man, had him confess. It was over; it was a slam-dunk. (17:25) 
 

NARRATION 
(17:27) But the fate of Frank Dryman is far from an open and 
shut case.  Unbeknownst to the people of Shelby at the time, 
Dryman's life as a convicted criminal is just beginning. (17:36) 

 

BLOCK THREE 
NARRATION 

(17:58) On April 4th of 1951 Clarence Pellett, a businessman 
from the small town of Shelby, Montana, is murdered by a 
transient named Frank Dryman.  The 19-year-old Dryman 
flees to Canada but is quickly apprehended and brought back 
to Shelby where he pleads guilty to shooting Pellett in the back 
seven times.  Just a week after the murder, a local judge 
sentences Frank Dryman to death by hanging.  The citizens of 
Shelby have begun to build his gallows when a sudden wave 
of national opposition threatens to derail their plans. (18:32) 

 
CLEM PELLETT (18:35) It quickly turned into a controversial case that was not only Montana wide, 
but nation wide. The Communist Party took up Dryman’s cause. They were very against capital 
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punishment. Rural Montana didn’t take to this well. They had their man. They had their punishment. 
They wanted to hang him. (18:52) 
 
SHEILA KLOPPER (18:54) Well Dryman was captured in Canada April 5th and was returned to 
Shelby Montana, was tried and sentenced April 12th I believe and the execution was scheduled for June 
1st.  So we're only talking about two months in between, which in today's world doesn't happen. (19:15) 

 
NARRATION 

(19:17) Dryman is assigned a capable defence attorney named 
W.M. Black.  Black wants the case better examined before 
Dryman is put to death.  In May he submits two official 
petitions of clemency to the governor of Montana. (19:31)  

 
CLEM PELLETT (19:32) Governor Bonner reviewed the case. He concluded that there was no doubt 
of his guilt, no doubt of the brutality of the crime. He saw no legal extenuating circumstances for him 
to intervene. He didn’t grant clemency. (19:45)  
 
EMILY ANDREWS (19:46) So even through Dryman had confessed, a lawyer actually came on to the 
case to represent him and made a motion for him to withdraw his guilty plea and actually proceed with 
trial.  (19:57) 
 

NARRATION 
(19:58) On May 29th, just three days before the hanging is to 
take place, Dryman's attorney now files an appeal with the 
Montana Supreme Court. Dryman is granted a 70-day stay of 
his execution pending the high court's decision. (20:13) 

 
 
CLEM PELLETT (20:14) Now the legal wranglings drag on. It wasn’t until the beginning of 1952 that 
the Supreme Court ruled that he could change his plea. Then there was an additional year before the 
next trial. All this time, the town of Shelby and my family were left waiting for justice. (20:31) 
 

 
NARRATION 

(20:32) On January 13th, 1953, Frank Dryman is again 
sentenced to hang for the murder of Clarence Pellett.  
Dryman's attorneys, however, issue yet another appeal. (20:43)  

 
CLEM PELLETT (20:44) The Communist Party didn’t feel that they could get a fair trial before Judge 
Hattersley. After several appeals they finally got it moved out of his jurisdiction into Havre, Montana. 
The whole thing became a political fight over the death penalty, so now the Pellett family was drug 
through four years of appeals and trials. All the strain, especially on my grandmother, developed a riff 
in the family. She married a man that my father did not approve of. They had a big fight, and they 
never spoke to each other ever again. I never grew up with any extended family on the Pellett side. I 
never knew them because of this incident. (20:27) 
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NARRATION 

(21:29) In 1955, Frank Dryman receives a new trial, his third, 
this time by jury, and held in nearby Hill County.  (21:39) 

 
SHEILA KLOPPER (21:40) Ultimately, he was sentenced to life in prison with the possibility of 
parole. (21:44)  
 

NARRATION 
(21:47) With Frank Dryman's third and final sentence he is 
sent to a federal penitentiary. The years pass and the people of 
Shelby are oblivious when Frank Dryman commits his next 
crime. (21:58) 

 
CLEM PELLETT (21:59) One time my father spoke to me of this murder. I was six or seven years old. 
He told me that my grandfather was murdered by a hitchhiker while he was begging for his life. So he 
warned me never to pick up a hitchhiker. I never knew anything else about this murder until April of 
2009. In February 2009 my mother had a stroke. We then cleaned out her place, and we found a box of 
all of her memories she collected over her 80 years, and we shipped it all home here to Bellevue, 
Washington. About a month later, I decided it was time I looked through this box of memories. About 
an hour into it I found a bunch of newspaper articles. ‘Montana Man Missing. Brutal Murder.’ I knew 
that this was about my grandfather’s murder, and I decided at that time I need to research this more. I 
need to find out what happened. I went on the Internet and I found that the Montana Parole Board 
website came up and they had labelled him as an absconder. I yelled to my wife I said, “He’s a 
fugitive! He’s gone.” He was paroled in 1969 and in 1972 he just disappeared into thin air. We don’t 
know where he is. In 1955 he was incarcerated. He had been given a life sentence, but 5 years later he 
was trying to get out of prison. He was writing letters, he was doing petitions. He didn’t think that he 
had really done anything wrong. (23:31)  
 
SHEILA KLOPPER (23:33) He had been writing to the Parole Board that he was a changed person and 
asking to be let out on parole. (23:40) 
 
CLEM PELLETT (23:42) My father, he had made it a point to go to each one of Dryman’s parole 
hearings to make sure someone was there to object to him being paroled. He was the only Pellett family 
member that did that. In January 1968, my father died of a heart attack. 10 months later there was 
another hearing. At that hearing, Dryman was granted parole because no one was there to object. 
(24:08) 

  

NARRATION 
(24:10) In 1969, Frank Dryman is paroled to his brother who 
lives in California.  For 2 years, he works and even gets 
married to a young widow.  But then, in October of 1971, 
suddenly and without warning, Dryman disappears – as if into 
thin air.  (24:29) 
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NARRATION 
(24:31) Authorities look everywhere for Dryman and a 
warrant for his arrest is issued by the FBI.   But as the years go 
on, it as if the name Frank Dryman no longer exists. (24:42) 

 
CLEM PELLETT (24:43) I didn’t think that was right. I needed to find this guy and see what happened 
to him. I started to gather so much information it started to take over my life. I called the Montana 
Parole Board and a very nice lady answered the phone and I told her about my investigation of my 
grandfather’s murder. She said, “I happen to have that file right here on my desk.” And I said, “That’s 
exactly what I want. Can you give me a copy of that?” “No my supervisor said I can’t give you 
anything.” And I hung up that phone and I thought to myself you know, there’s nothing in the world I 
want more than that file. But I’m a dentist, I’m an oral surgeon, I don’t know how to go about this. 
Around the holidays that year, we were having dinner with some friends and they had a daughter who 
had just recently graduated from Santa Clara Law School. During the conversation, Emily told me she 
didn’t have any cases and that she could help me with this. (25:37)  
 
EMILY ANDREWS (25:38) I made a phone call to the Montana authorities and was told the same 
thing that Clem had been told, that the public did not have a right to access Dryman's files.  So I did a 
little research and found out that the Montana Constitution actually does allow us access, and I sent a 
letter to the Montana authorities to that effect, and they agreed to give us part of Dryman's file. (25:57) 
 
EMILY ANDREWS  (25:59) One of the pieces of information we got from the parole records was 
various social security numbers that Dryman had used under various names. That Mr. Dryman had 
been paroled from Montana to the state of California.  Then our question was where in California, and 
is he still alive, and should we look for him? (26:18) 
 
CLEM PELLETT (26:20) I don’t think he’s alive. I think the only thing we’re really going to find is a 
gravestone. As I was telling my wife, this is one heck of a story and I can’t stop it here. Every story has 
an ending. I need to find out what happened. So I collated all the information and we decided to hire a 
private investigator. (26:38) 
 

NARRATION 
(26:40) What is soon discovered will re-awaken nearly 60 
years of pain long held dormant in a small Montana 
community.  It is a discovery that will exceed all of Clem 
Pellett's assumptions and eventually bring him face to face 
with a killer. (26:57)  

 

BLOCK FOUR 
NARRATION 

(27:19) When Clem Pellett was a boy his father told him that 
his grandfather had been murdered by a hitchhiker.  48 years 
later, at the age of 56, Clem finds four old newspaper articles 
that outline the details of his grandfather's killing.  As he 
begins to put the pieces of the story together, he learns that the 
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murderer, a young drifter named Frank Dryman had narrowly 
escaped the death penalty before being sentenced, in 1955, to 
life in prison.  Clem then discovers that Frank Dryman fled 
parole in 1971 and is a wanted fugitive.  With the help of an 
attorney, Clem hires a private investigator in the hopes of 
discovering the fate of the man who murdered his grandfather 
nearly 60 years ago. (28:04) 

 
CLEM PELLETT (28:05) At that time we had his name, Frank Dryman. We also had an alias, Frank 
Valentine. We had his date of birth, social security number and a good description of his tattoos. 
(28:17) 
 
EMILY ANDREWS (28:20) I made a phone call to a private investigator that I knew here in California 
by the name of Sheila Klopper, and I provided her with various social security numbers that Dryman 
had used under various names. (28:32) 
 
SHEILA KLOPPER (28:33) She said that her client was looking for someone who had murdered his 
grandfather and had absconded from parole in Montana. (28:44)  
 

NARRATION 
(28:46) Sheila Klopper runs the names Frank Dryman and 
Frank Valentine through a national database but can't find a 
match.  She next runs a check on his social security number 
and two associated addresses appear.  (28:56) 

 
SHEILA KLOPPER (28:57) And it listed both a current Post Office Box in Arizona City and it had an 
old address in Glendale, Arizona. (29:07) 
 

    NARRATION 
(29:08) She immediately picks up the phone and contacts a 
college. An Arizona PI by the name of Patricia Shaughnessy. 
(29:13) 

 
PAT SHAUGHNESSY (29:15) My colleague Sheila Klopper contacted me to assist her in locating 
convicted murderer, Frank Dryman. Sheila had come up with two addresses in Arizona, one in 
Glendale, Arizona, a suburb of Phoenix. And I believe I contacted one of the owners and she had lived 
there for years and didn’t recognize either the Dryman or Valentine name, so I pretty much eliminated 
the Glendale address after all the research. (29:44)  
 

NARRATION 
(29:45) Shaughnessy now turns her attention to the PO Box in 
Arizona City.  She wants to determine if the PO Box has an 
associated physical address. (29:54)  
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PAT SHAUGHNESSY (29:55) I prepared a form, faxed it, asking for a physical address to connect to 
the Post Office Box we had under both names Dryman and Valentine. (30:05) 
 

NARRATION 
(30:07) While she waits for a response from the post office, 
Pat Shaugnessy continues to run the PO Box through a number 
of databases. (30:13)  

  
PAT SHAUGHNESSY (30:14) There wasn’t a direct match, but there were a couple of possible names 
connected to that Postal Box. One of them was Vic Houston. Then I got the reply in the mail from the 
post mistress giving us a physical address to connect to that Postal Box. Now we really had something 
to work with. I contacted a colleague Pat Cote who lived in Casa Grande, which was close to Arizona 
City. (30:42) 
 
PAT COTE (30:44) I got a call from Pat Shaughnessy and she wanted me to check this address in 
Arizona City. I knew Frank Dryman was about 78 years old, and I knew he was wearing glasses, 
thinning hair, but the most important identifying features the tattoos. (31:01)  
 
CLEM PELLETT (31:03) He had l-o-v-e on his right hand. He didn’t have any markings on his face he 
had several tattoos on his torso. (31:11)  
 
PAT COTE (31:13) So on Saturday, March 20, 2010 at about 4 pm I drove to the address of 16206 
North Desert Park Street in Arizona City. I arrived and I noticed the Cactus Rose Wedding Chapel and 
Notary Public business. (31:33)  
 
PAT SHAUGHNESSY (31:35) Victor Houston turned out to have a sign company, he was a notary 
public, he had a wedding chapel, he had been a deacon doing weddings for many years in the 
community. (31:48) 
 
PAT COTE (31:49) I saw the shed with handcraft type items. I saw numerous signs I knew he was a 
sign painter, so I was not surprised. As I was looking at the telephone numbers deciding whether I 
wanted to call or come back later, an elderly gentleman in a golf cart drove up and got out of the golf 
cart and walked up to the gate and asked me what I wanted. And I introduced myself as a private 
investigator. I directly asked him if Frank Valentine was living at this address. And he looked at me 
with a puzzled look and asked, “”Why?” And I told him that I got a call from an investigator, I didn’t 
mention any names, that wanted me to stop by and see if Mr. Valentine was living at the address. He 
asked me again, “Why do you want to look for Valentine?” and he had that surprised look on his face, a 
little puzzled. And I said, “Look it, I’m just doing the investigator a favour by stopping by and just 
want to know if he’s here or not. And he did reply that he’s not here. I said, “Well, ok.” And then we 
started talking about other things I wanted to relax him. I gave him my credentials, I handed it to him 
and the reason for that is I wanted to get a really close look at the back of his hand to take a look at his 
tattoos. So he pulled out his magnifying glass and as he was looking at my credentials, I knew he had a 
hard time seeing, I had a really good look at the back of his hand. And I could see that he had star 
tattoos tattooed on the back of each finger on the right hand and left hand. And I had a pretty good idea 
that they were prison tattoos. I could tell that he was trying to distract me; he was really boasting about 
himself and talking about all his accomplishment. So I just played along with him. And then out of the 
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clear blue he asked me if I wanted to come onto the property to look for Frank Valentine. And I knew 
that he was the one we were looking for and I knew that he had committed a murder in Montana and I 
had that eerie feeling and something told me not to go onto the property. And I said, “No I don’t think 
that’ll be necessary.” And then a little later on he asked me again and I told him I said, “You know I 
have enough information. You look like an honest fellow to me.” And I said, “I’ll just tell the 
investigator that he’s not here.” And he said, “Ok.” I drove away and as soon as I got a cell phone 
signal I called up Patty Shaughnessy and I told her, “That’s our guy.” And she said, “Are you sure?” I 
said, “I’m positive. That’s our guy.” (34:42) 
 
CLEM PELLETT (34:43) Saturday evening, March 20th, I’m home by myself, my family’s out of 
town. Emily calls me, she says, “Clem I’m going to send you an email.” I want you to read it and call 
me right back. It came through, and one line just stuck out at me. It said, “it looks to me like Victor 
Houston and Frank Valentine are one in the same.” I sat and looked at it for a moment, and then I 
called back. I said, “Emily, is this true? What are we going to do?” And then I looked out the window 
and said, “What just happened?” My mind was racing. I went back to my grandfather, and the terror he 
may have felt right at that last moment, a man I had never met. And I just stared out the window. 
(35:39) 
 

NARRATION 
(35:42) Clem Pellett was not yet born when Frank Dryman 
first felt the cold metal of police handcuffs at the age of 16.  
Nor was he alive when the RCMP cuffed him in '51 for the 
brutal shooting of his grandfather.  Now at the age of 56, 
Clem's own investigations will become instrumental in 
reminding the ageing criminal of that old feeling one more 
time. (36:06) 

 
BLOCK FIVE 

 
NARRATION 

(36:27) On April 4th of 1951, Clarence Pellett of Shelby, 
Montana is murdered by a hitchhiker.  His killer is a 19-year-
old transient by the name of Frank Dryman.  The murder 
forever breaks up the devastated Pellett family.  Dryman is 
sentenced to life in prison but is released on early parole in 
1969 and absconds in 1971 becoming a fugitive on the run.  
He has been missing for nearly 40 years.   In March of 2010, 
Clem Pellett, the 56 year old grandson of Clarence Pellett may 
have done what authorities could not.  Although he has been 
investigating the murder for just under a year, Clem Pellett, a 
dentist from Washington State, now believes he has found 
Frank Dryman. (37:15) 

 
CLEM PELLETT (37:16) Victor Houston had two jobs. One, he was a minister and married people. 
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The other one, surprisingly, was he was a notary public. He lived in Arizona City, 40 miles south of 
where my mother lived when she had her stroke. (37:34) 
 
PAT SHAUGHNESSY (37:36) One of his neighbours was a resident of Arizona City, Pat Lindholme, 
who had come to know Victor Houston quite well over the years. (37:44)  
 

NARRATION 
(37:45) After several unsuccessful marriages and on-going 
strained relations with his children, Victor Houston lives and 
works alone. (37:54) 

 
PATRICIA LINDHOLME (37:55) Upon meeting Mr. Houston you became very aware that his health 
was deteriorating. He let you know that he was blind, but he was also very frail and I realized that he 
couldn’t cook for himself like he should. And the husband and I always had more food that we needed. 
We just took him food pretty much all the time. He always was very grateful and very humble. Very, 
very appreciative for anything I did. When you got acquainted with him a little more you realized that 
he could fuss up easy, or get mad easy, go off on people easy. (38:34) 
 

NARRATION 
(38:36) Around the community of Arizona City, Victor 
Houston is known as a scoundrel; a grouchy, often dishonest, 
old man. (38:43) 

 
PATRICIA LINDHOLME (38:45) I can imagine that before he got this bottled, this energy he had, he 
probably had control problems. He probably had behavioural problems. (38:56) 
 

NARRATION 
(38:57) On a Tuesday morning, Sergeant Villegas of the Pinal 
County Arizona Sheriff’s Department receives some 
information from authorities in Montana. (39:06) 

 
SGT. VILLEGAS (39:07) I came in to regular duty that day and I noticed that there was a message 
through our computer that’s in the vehicle about an individual that absconded on a homicide warrant or 
parole violation. An individual by the name of Frank Dryman that was possibly living in Pinal County. 
Following up on the tip that we received, we proceeded over to the residence with two other deputies to 
make contact with the individual. He was conducting business with a female that was present. He 
immediately kind of looked down and to his left without really establishing eye contact with us and just 
asked us, “Can I help you guys?” And then right then and there I knew that he pretty much knew why 
we were there. I could see that he had some identifying tattoos, very similar to the characteristics that 
had been identified to me, on his hands. From that point on it was just like a sixth sense, a feeling that 
we had, just a feeling of uneasiness, especially when we asked him if he had any weapons on him, 
anything that might pose an officer’s safety risk. I ordered the officer to go ahead and pat him down 
which at the time a semi-automatic pistol was located, concealed in his right pocket of his jacket that he 
had on. It kind of concreted in my mind that this may have been the individual that was identified to us 
as a Frank Dryman, who we all knew as Vic Houston that had been residing within our community for 
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years. (40:22)  
 

NARRATION 
(40:24) Authorities cuff Victor Houston and transport him to a 
holding facility for questioning.  (40:39) 

 
SGT. VILLEGAS (40:40) Once we brought him back we brought him to this area here. We just started 
questioning him about his identity over and over and over with some of the characteristics that we had 
been provided from the Department of Corrections out of Montana. His tattoos, a lot of characteristics 
were aligning up; however one of the tattoos on his chest was extremely faded over the years. So 
therefore we did tell him also that we were going to take him down to a local facility in order to prove 
his identity through our fingerprinting system. At that point in time he just kind of put his head down 
and then realized that he’d been caught, admitted it was him, and put his head down and after that he 
really didn’t say much of anything anymore. (41:05) 
 
CLEM PELLETT (41:08) I’m at my office, I’m in between patients. I sit down at my computer and I 
get an email from the Montana Parole Board. And the first thing that comes up, ‘He’s confessed. Good 
job. You did it.’ And I couldn’t believe it. It was a moment that I’ll never forget. (41:29) 
 

NARRATION 
(41:32) After 41 years, Frank Dryman, the man who shot 
Clarence Pellett in the back seven times and then repaid a 
mercifully early parole by absconding was once again back 
behind bars. (41:45)  

 
PATRICIA LINDHOLME (41:46) When the community found out this story about Frank Dryman, 
alias Vic Houston, everybody was talking about it. And I guess their biggest concern was, were they 
really married or was their documents that he did for the notary any good. But they couldn’t fathom 
that there was a murder behind it. (42:08) 
 
CLEM PELLETT (42:11) The following morning, Wednesday morning, the phone is ringing off the 
hook. “Dr. Pellett, Channel 4 has called.” “Dr.Pellett, CNN has called.” I had to have done 30 – 40 
interviews that day. Everybody was on top of this. I also got calls from people who lived in Shelby 
during that era. All of the people, to the person that lived during that time, still harboured very strong 
feelings. There was no doubt in their mind he was a cold-blooded murderer who should have hung. 
And then another phone call came in and the person identified herself as Dorothy. And she said, “I’m 
your first cousin.” And I said, “We’ve never met.” And she said, “We need to stop this now. We need 
to become a family again.” (43:15)    
 

NARRATION 
(43:18) Frank Dryman is extradited to Montana where, he 
appears before the parole board at Deer Lodge State 
Penitentiary.  They have been waiting for him for a long time. 
(43:28) 
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CLEM PELLETT (43:29) Dryman walked in and a chill just came right down me. I was sitting in the 
front row. And I thought, “oh my gosh, this is the guy. This is the guy who murdered my grandfather.” 
(43:41)  
 
MIKE MCKEE You were gone 38 years without report. 
 
FRANK DRYMAN Yes sir. Yes sir. 
 
MIKE MCKEE We didn’t know where you were. 
 
FRANK DRYMAN Yes sir. 
 
CLEM PELLETT (43:50) He’s unemotional and almost defiant. I kept thinking in my head all he had 
to do was simply turn his head and he could see us and he just could have said, “I am so sorry. I was a 
dumb, 19-year-old kid who did something very wrong. I hope you can forgive me.” That would have 
melted the whole room. But he didn’t. (44:13) 
 
EMILY ANDREWS (44:15) The parole hearing was very difficult to watch, and I think the most 
difficult part that I remember is watching Mr Dryman's daughter come forward, tell the Board that she 
had no idea about this case or the history of this case and she was begging them literally on her knees 
begging the Parole Board to let her father go.  And then she became so distraught that she had to be 
escorted out of the room. (44:36) 
  
 

NARRATION 
(44:37)Along with other members of the Pellett family, Clem 
speaks before the board. (44:42) 

 
CLEM PELLETT (44:43) I stood up and I addressed the Parole Board. I had unknowingly picked up 
my father’s mantel and now I was there to object for him getting paroled. (44:55)   
 

NARRATION 
(44:57) The Board immediately and unanimously orders Frank 
Dryman back to jail.  He will spend the next five years in the 
same Montana prison that he first entered in 1951.  This time, 
no appeals will be heard. (45:10) 

 
PAT LINDHOLME (45:11) The effect of what Frank Dryman, alias Vic Houston did, 38 years ago. All 
the pain and the hurt that has been caused over all of this from the murder victim’s family, to his own 
family, to the life he lived here, there was a lot of sadness. (45:31) 
 
CLEM PELLETT (45:33) I had no idea this was going to happen when I opened up that box of 
memories. He’s finally back in prison. That gives everyone a feeling of justice and probably more 
importantly a closure. And then I have this new family that I’m just now getting to know. On the first 
few days of May my wife and my daughter and I went to Shelby. We went to the Pellett house in 
Shelby and there were 25 people there who were just standing in line to hug us and welcome us into the 
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family. It was a moment I’ll never forget. (46:20) 
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